Western Early Keyboard Association

wekaweb.org

From the Court at Versailles to the Parisian Salons,
with Byron Schenkman, Harpsichord

Saturday, October 4, 2025, 7:00pm
Reed College Eliot Hall Chapel, Portland Oregon
YouTube premiere, Saturday, October 18, 2025, 2pm - @westernearlykeyboardassoc

Program
Louis Couperin, attrib. (1626-1661 )
Pieces in F Major
Prelude - Allemande Grave — Courante — Sarabande - Branle de Basque — Gaillarde — Chaconne

Elisabeth Jacquet de le Guerre (1665-1729)
Suite in G Minor
Prelude — Allemande — Courante — Courante — Sarabande — Gigue — Gigue - Menuet

Ennemond Gaultier (c1575 -1651)
Tombeau de Mézangeau

Nicolas Lebegue (c1631-1702)
Petite Chaconne

Marie-Emmanuelle Bayon (1745-1825)
Sonata in E-flat
Allegro — Presto

Joseph Bologne (1745-1799)
Adagio in F Minor

Jacques Duphly (1715-1789)
Chaconne in F Major

About the Instrument

This double manual harpsichord was built in 2006 by the Zuckermann shop, modeled after early 18th
century French instruments by Blanchet and Taskin. It has recently been extensively voiced by Paul
Irvin, including restringing with Stephen Birkett's historical wire. Thanks to Carol lei Breckenridge for
loan of the instrument.



About the Performer

BYRON SCHENKMAN (they/them) is a Queer Jewish keyboard player and scholar with a background
in Historical Performance and a passion for connecting people through music. In addition to performing
live on piano, harpsichord, and fortepiano, Byron can be heard on more than forty CDs, including
recordings on historical instruments from the National Music Museum, Vermillion, and the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston. They can also be heard in numerous online performances with Sound Salon.

A founding director of the Seattle Baroque Orchestra, Byron received the Erwin Bodky Award from the
Cambridge Society for Early Music “for outstanding achievement in the field of early music” and they
were voted “Best Classical Instrumentalist” by the readers of Seattle Weekly. Their piano playing has been

V/a

described in The New York Times as “sparkling,” “elegant,” and “insightful.”

In recent seasons Byron has been a featured artist at the Boston Early Music Festival and the Vancouver
Bach Festival, and they have premiered new works by Damien Geter, Caroline Shaw, and Jonathan
Woody. Caroline Shaw’s Concerto for Harpsichord and Strings was dedicated to Byron. Their 2023 tour of
Chile, including concerts and masterclasses in six cities, was sponsored by the Education and Culture
program of the U.S. Department of State with funding provided by the U.S. government and
administered by Partners of the Americas.

Byron is a graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music and received a master’s degree with
honors in performance from the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music.

Next WEKA Programs for 2025-26

See wekaweb.org for details and to subscribe to our newsletter.

Wesley Leffingwell (harpsichord) - February 28, 2026, 2pm - St. John the Baptist Episopal Church at
Oregon Episcopal School, Portland.

David Belkovski (fortepiano)- April 25, 2026, 4pm (note later time)- St Michael & All Angels Episopal
Church, Portland.

WEKA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and deeply appreciates
your memberships and donations to support our early keyboard programs.

Many Thanks to our recent donors: Alan Bostrom, Jillon Dupree, David Edwards, Bonnie Garrett, C. David
Harris, Elizabeth Hays, Sue Jensen, Jeff Oliff, Spencer Reynolds, Richard Smiraglia, Scott Smith, Barbara Ulman



